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Apologetics Homework Assignment 13 
Inspired by Biology: Penguins 

For today’s assignment, you will need to read the devotions for January 5 and 6 from your new devotional 
book, Inspired Evidence: Only One Reality by Julie Von Vett & Bruce Malone. A copy of these devotions is 
provided for your convenience on the back side of this sheet. 

1. The wing bones of most birds are light and hollow, designed for flying through the air. By contrast, what 
qualities do penguin wing bones have? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Rather than flying, what are penguin wing bones designed to do? ___________________________________ 

3. Penguins are closely related to other birds on the evolutionary tree of life (of the same class, Aves). The 
theory of evolution thus predicts the existence of “transitional” species across which the wing bones slowly 
evolved from the typical bird-like hollow structure to the uniquely penguin-like solid structure. Are there any 
known fossils or living examples of these transitional species? 

  _______________________________________ 

4. How does the “tuxedo” design of the penguin’s coloration help it to escape predators in the water? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What conclusion do such designs in nature invite us to draw? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What colors of light are filtered out by the colored droplets of oil in the retina of penguin eyes? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How does this color filtration improve penguin vision? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why is the color orange a useful light filter? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What sorts of products have been improved by researchers imitating God’s design of penguin eyes? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. When you are trying to solve a problem, what question do the authors of this article suggest you ask? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fun fact: the science of problem-solving by intentionally imitating God’s design in nature is called biomimetics. 

Memory Work: 

Psalm 111:2-3: Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them. Full of splendor and 
majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 
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