
  Name:____________________________________ 
Apologetics Homework Assignment 20 

How do we know the Bible is true? 
Workbook pages 45-48 

For today’s assignment, you will read a selection from the book The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict, 
edited by Josh McDowell (1999), p. 37-39, printed on the back of this paper. Read the selection, then answer 
the questions. 

Note that the abbreviations “MS” and “MSS” refers to the word “manuscript” and “manuscripts,” respectively. 
A manuscript is an ancient copy of a writing—specifically, the actual, physical object on which the writing is 
found (like a piece of papyrus on which is written part of the Gospel of John).  

1. According to Greenlee, what is the time interval between the oldest known manuscripts (MSS) of most Greek 
classical authors and the death of those authors? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. By contrast, how far removed from the original writings are some virtually complete New Testament books 
as well as extensive fragmentary manuscripts of the N.T.? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. According to Bruce Metzger, how many manuscripts of Velleius Paterculus’s history of Rome survived to 
modern times? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What happened to that manuscript after it was copied by Beatus Rhenanus at Amerbach? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What happened to the only known manuscript of the Epistle to Dignetus in 1870? ______________________ 

6. What two qualities of John Rylands’s manuscript of the Gospel of John tend to confirm the traditional date of 
the composition of the Gospel at the end of the 1st century? 

 A. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 B. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Before the discovery of John Rylands’s manuscript of the Gospel of John, what year did professors such as 
Ferdinand Christian Baur argue was the earliest possible date that it could have been composed?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What three qualities about the New Testament lead Ravi Zacharias to conclude that it is the best attested 
ancient writing? 

 A. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 B. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 C. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. According to the chart, what is the time gap between when Tacitus’s Annals was originally written and when 
its earliest surviving manuscript was written? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Memory Work: 

2 Timothy 3:16-17: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 
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